CHAPTER VIII

REVOLUTIONARY ANXIETIES
1830-6

Up to the end of February, 1830, the King's recovery was slow:
he had not left his room and his sofa for nearly twenty weeks.
He then decided to go to Italy to recuperate and to take the baths
at Ischia, although it was difficult to leave the country at that
moment when important decisions had so often to be made. But
health after all was of supreme importance. So Ludwig travelled
south by way of Perugia. He arranged a meeting with the
Marchesa in Panella on the island of Ischia. The King looked
forward with some misgivings to this meeting, for Ghita, who often
wrote to him, had frequently hinted that Mariannina no longer
loved him 'passionately'. On his departure, Queen Therese said to
him, not without irony: 'You will doubtless return home worn
out by the exhausting struggle between mind and emotions, even
if the former triumphs/ During his illness Ludwig, according to
his own confession, had often been brusque with his wife, but
this wonderful woman had borne with him sympathetically and
even agreed to his journey.

The baths of Ischia were beneficial to both Ludwig and the
Marchesa. The King's physician treated them both. Ludwig
continued to render homage to the beautiful woman, who was now
twenty-seven years of age. He gave her 'who rivalled Venus in
beauty' a small statue of the goddess which had been found in
Pompeii. Still, however, curiosity and jealousy assailed him, and
at last he questioned her point-blank about Gasperino, and
Mariannina confessed that she loved him. He tried to talk her out
of it, 'You are and always will be my guardian angel, you "donna
senza pare". Let me enjoy the bliss of being yours.'1 At the same
time the King cooled off considerably and reassured his wife:
This time at least, you will have no cause for complaint. I thank
God that, . . there is no need to struggle against temptation,
although the Marchesa is more beautiful than ever. My doctor
took her for a girl of eighteen (although she has been married

1 Ludwig I to the Marchesa Florenzi, Ischia, 27th March, 1830. Munich H.A.
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